
 

 

 

New York State Taskforce on Maternal Mortality and Disparate Racial Outcomes 
Governor’s Office, 633 Third Ave, 38th Fl, NY, NY 

Wednesday June 27th, 2018 
 
 
11:15am   Welcome and Introductions  

Melissa DeRosa, Secretary to the Governor and  
Chair of the New York State Council on Women and Girls 
Kathy Hochul, NYS Lieutenant Governor 
Letitia James, New York City Public Advocate  

 
11:25am   Charge of the Taskforce      

Taskforce Co-Chairs: 
Howard Zucker, MD, JD, Commissioner, New York State 
Department of Health  
Sascha James Conterelli, DNP, CNM, LM, President of the New 
York State Association of Licensed Midwives  
Danielle Laraque-Arena, MD, FAAP, President of SUNY Upstate 
Wendy Wilcox, MD, MBA, MPH, FACOG, Chairman, Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, NYC Health and Hospitals, Kings 
County 

 
11:45am   National Landscape of Maternal Mortality   

William Callaghan, MD, MPH 
Chief, Maternal and Infant Health Branch 
Division of Reproductive Health   

    Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
12:15pm   New York State Maternal Mortality  

Marilyn Kacica, MD, MPH 
    New York State Department of Health 
 
12:45pm   Black Maternal Health Inequities    

Joia Crear-Perry, MD, FACOG 
    Founder and President, National Birth Equity Collaborative 
  
1:30pm   Discussion and Next Steps 

 


